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JayenduPatel Art Unit : 2183 

10/643,439 Examiner : Unknown 

August 19, 2003 

STATISTICAL PERSONALIZED RECOMMENDATION SYSTEM 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Attorney's Docket No.: 14173-002001 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL UNDER 37 CFR §1.1 02(d) 

Applicant hereby petitions that the above application be made special and requests 
advanced examination based on the conditions set forth in M.P.E.P. §708.02(viii). 



A check for $130 in payment of the fee required under 37 CFR §1 .17(h) is enclosed. 
Please apply any other charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 



§708.02(VIII) (A) 



§708.02rVHI) (B) 



All claims are believed to be directed to a single invention. If the Office determines that 
all the claims presented are not obviously directed to a single invention, the applicant agrees to 
make an election without traverse as a prerequisite to the grant of special status. 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL 



I hereby certify under 37 CFR § 1.8(a) that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail with 
sufficient postage on the date indicated below and is addressed to the 
Commissioner for Patents, Pp. Box J 450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 




Bethany Slack 



Typed or Printed Name of Person Signing Certificate 
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$708.02(VIin (C) 

A pre-examination search has been made with respect to the subject matter. An 
international search for related PCT application PC17US03/25933 was completed on March 2, 
2003 by the ISA/US. The claims of the related PCT^application are of the same or similar scope 
as the present application. The International Search Report indicates that class 705/10 (U.S. 
classification system) was searched. 

S708.02(VIin (D) 

Enclosed are copies of the references cited in these search report. The applicant has 
attached a copy of a Form 1449 citing additional references known to the applicant, which is also 
being submitted this day with copies of the additional references. 

§708.02fVIin (E) 

Enclosed is a copy of an International Preliminary Examination Report issued by the 
IPEA/US in the related PCT application on May 17, 2004. The Report indicates that all the 
claims have novelty and inventive step. The Report further states that "the prior art (Driscoll, US 
5,893,092) and Chen et al (WO 00/57312A1) does not teach or fairly suggest; Calculating a 
group user's predicted ratings of items based on the user's statistical parameters and history of 
ratings of items by the user." 

Furthermore, with regard to claims 1 and 88 and their dependent claims, the cited 
references do not disclose or suggest computing parameters associated with one or more groups 
of users as well as computing personalized parameters for a user using the parameters associated 
with that user's group of users and a history of ratings of items by that user. 

There may be other reasons for allowability of the pending claims, or of other claims, 
over the cited references or over other references, that are not discussed above. 
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Attorney's Docket No.: 14173-002001 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 



Mandy Jubang 
Reg. No. 45,884 




Fish & Richardson P.C. 
225 Franklin Street 
Boston, MA 021 10-2804 
Telephone: (617)542-5070 
Facsimile: (617) 542-8906 
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